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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
9/26/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 4-6 and 1-1 1 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4, 6 and 10-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gorbatov et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,792,617) in view of Potrebic (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,798,971 ) in further view of Schindler et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,359,636). 
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Referring to claim 4, Gorbatov discloses an information processing apparatus for 
processing program content data and program information data associated with a 
television broadcast program received via receiving means (see Figure 1 and Column 
2, Line 56 through Column 3, Line 5 for a set-top box/information processing 
apparatus receiving program content data/television programs and program 
information/ATVEF enhanced content from a receiving means/headend). 

Gorbatov also discloses display control means for displaying information on 
display means on the basis of the program information data such that when a program 
includes a plurality of sub-programs, sub-program information associated with sub- 
programs is displayed on the display means (see Column 4, Lines 63-66 for 
displaying a list of events, wherein the events represent sub-programs disclosed 
at Column 4, Lines 34-41). 

Gorbatov also discloses processing means for performing a specified process on 
sub-program content data of a sub-program included in the program content data 
received by the receiving means (see Column 4, Lines 61-65 and Column 5, Lines 6- 
8 for selecting events/sub-programs to register disclosed at Column 4, Lines 34- 
41). 

Gorbatov also discloses timer-controlled automatic operation setting means for 
specifying a sub-program indicated by the sub-program information displayed on the 
display means (see Column 5, Lines 6-8 for compiling and storing the selected 
event) and setting timer-controlled automatic operation for the specified sub-program 
such that the specified process is to be performed on the specified sub-program at a 
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specified time (see Column 5, Lines 17-26 for setting a recording device to record 
the selected events at the program segments start time). 

Gorbatov also discloses that the display control means has a first mode in which 
program information is displayed but the sub-program information is not displayed (see 
Column 4, Lines 62-63 for displaying a dedicated TV channel that is used for 
advertising the availability of program events/sub-programs) and a second mode in 
which sub-program information is displayed (see Column 4, Lines 63-66 for 
displaying a list of program events/sub-programs), the display control means being 
capable of switching the displaying mode between the first mode and the second mode 
(see Column 4, lines 62-66 for allowing the user to select an advertising channel 
to display a list of program events/sub-programs). 

Gorbatov fails to teach displaying sub-program information together with program 
information, wherein in the first and in the second mode, the display control means 
displays the program information in the form of a program table on the display means 
and, in response to a determination that the program includes a plurality of sub- 
programs, further displays, in the program table, a mark indicating that the program 
includes a plurality of sub-programs, wherein each of the plurality of sub-programs has 
a different start time. 

Potrebic discloses displaying program information together with sub-program 
information (see Figure 2 for displaying program information on channel 2 while 
displaying sub-program information on channel 10) 
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Potrebic also discloses that in a second mode, the display control means 
displays the program information in the form of a program table on the display means 
(again note Figure 2 for displaying program and sub-program information in a 
program table) and in response to a determination that the program includes a plurality 
of sub-programs (see Column 2, Lines 23-36 for receiving program and sub- 
program information from various EPG providers and Column 7, Line 43 through 
Column 8, Line 9 for accessing an EPG and determining which channels display 
program and sub-program information), further displays, in the program table, a 
mark indicating that the program includes a plurality of sub-programs (see Figure 2 for 
channel 10 displaying sub-program information a border mark between sub- 
program 128a and sub-program 128b, thereby displaying a mark that indicates 
that a program includes sub-program information). 

Potrebic also discloses that each of the plurality of sub-programs have a different 
start time (see again Figure 2 and Column 7, Line 64 through Column 8, Line 9 for 
sub-program 128a having a start time of 4:30 and sub-program 128b having a 
start time of 5:00). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the EPG, as taught by Gorbatov, using the additional 
display functionality of the programs and sub-programs, as taught by Potrebic, for the 
purpose of allowing a viewer to quickly and easily view the segment of interest (see 
Column 2, Lines 34-37 of Potrebic). 
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Gorbatov and Potrebic fail to disclose displaying only program information 
without sub-program information. 

Schindler discloses only displaying program information without sub-program 
information in a first mode (see Figure 13 for program guide 1310 and Column 17, 
Lines 61-66) and displaying program information with sub-program information in a 
second mode (see Column 18, Lines 4-9 for allowing a user to right click on a 
program cell and display an expanded version of the cell with more detailed 
information). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the display functionality, as taught by Gorbatov and 
Potrebic, using the expanded cell functionality allowing a user to view a first and second 
mode consecutively, as taught by Schindler, for the purpose of providing a more user 
friendly interface for selecting video streams (see Column 17, Lines 60-61 of 
Schindler). 

Referring to claim 10, see the rejection of claim 1 and further note Column 2, 
Line 59 through Column 3, Line 64 and Figure 1 of Gorbatov for teaching the television 
program broadcast station and the television receiver used to perform the operations of 
claim 4. 

Referring to claim 11, see the rejection of claims 1 and 10. 
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Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gorbatov 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,792,617) in view of Potrebic (U.S. Patent No. 6,798,971) in 
further view of Schindler et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,359,636) in further view of Saib et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,292,624). 

Referring to claim 5, Gorbatov, Potrebic and Schindler disclose all of the 
limitations of claim 4, but fail to teach that if a sub-program is set to be subjected to a 
timer-controlled automatic operation by the timer-controlled automatic operation setting 
means, the display control means changes the form of displaying the mark. 

Said discloses that when a timer-controlled operation (record operation) is 
performed on a program listing, a mark is changed/inserted that represents a video tape 
icon (see Figure 8, Column 7, Lines 27-35 and claim 1). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the program cell displaying the program or sub- 
program, as taught by Gorbatov and Schindler, using the record icon, as taught by Saib, 
for the purpose of loading or erasing programming data when viewing the electronic 
guide screen (see Column 3, Lines 10-12 of Saib) and notifying the user if a program 
has been set to be recorded. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 6 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 



Application/Control Number: 10/726,537 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2421 

Potrebic fails to disclose that the mark can be accessed to switch the display of 
the first mode to the second mode and while Schneidewend had been previously used 
to reject the claim, Schneidewend only teaches accessing a mark on a channel to 
access other sub-channels, not using a mark on a program to access sub-programs. 
Therefore, based on the amendments made to the claims where the first and second 
modes are further defined, Schneidewend cannot be applied to the rejections above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P. Salce whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7301 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jason P Salce/ Jason P Salce 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2421 Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 2421 

October 22, 2008 



